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Strok¢sfown
“Church

!(F.‘u;nfd from page 1) ‘

present at the ceret'nony: Rev. |.
. Kelly, C.C., Roscommon; Rev. }.
Gallagher, C.C., Kilmurry; Rev. J.
O'Grady.» CC.. Killina; Rev. P.
Brrady. C.C., Dangan; Rev. T. Kil-
, C.C., Kilteevan;:Rev. ]. Duffy,
C.. Elphin; Rev. M, Tarpey, C.C.,
uskey; Rev. . Kcmgm. C.C.,
Breedogue; Rev. G. O'Rourke, Fairy-
mount; "Rev. M. McLouaghlin, C.C.,
Strokestown, and. Rc\ }. Kelly, C.C,,
Strokestown. 5
Many new improvements were
.carried out to the church while .t
wias closed for rccon.smu.uon .md
'repair;

SEATING FOR 800

The church was extended two bays

and all new seating, to give accom-
modation for 800 pcople, were in-
stalled. ‘A’ new mortuary was bullt
and the confessionals were recon-
structed and recessed into the walls.

The overall height of the church
was lowered and a new roof was
put don. A new system of central
heatipg was also . installed,

The altar was taken down, stone
by stone,: numbered,» and rebuilt.
Stainy glass windows were also  re-
built B .

For the past twelve months, all
church services in the parish were
held| in the local dance hall, the
Magner Ballroom. |

Thi architect was Mr. €. Rh.ltu\an
and the Quantity S irveyor was
iall Kelly, Dublin. Principal
actors on the job were Messrs.
’. McLouv.hlm & Co., Building

n, said that when a Pope died,
the Fdrdm.ﬂs of the world met to
elect a new Pope. 'When they had
made a choice it wal announced with
great feeling from' the balcony of
St, Peter’s, *We have a Pope.’ On
this; joyous occasion,: he could an-
nouna with as much feeling to the
people of Strokcslown. ‘We have a
church.®

They had a church which had been
rebuilt, refarnished, blessed and ‘de-
dicated. to serve the people’ of the
parish for the honour and glory of
sod, In return, they should tirst of
Yll u\c praise and thanks 1o God.

rom whom all sood things came.
ind to His BIC\\L(I Mother to whom
Ihe' chureh was dedicated.

\ . GRACE AND BEAUTY.

Thg) should J\so thank hns Lord
éhnp for his far sightedness in' push-
\nq for the rebuilding of the church,
ndialso the parish priest who- had
akc on such a burden - the res-
ponsibility and worry of sceing that
the job was paid for. Also the Arch-
itect, who had given them a* thing
of grace and beaudty, and the con
tractor and his workmen whaose skill
and  honest endeavour had  trans-
formed the church building into one
of the hnest in, the diocese.

' Fr, Gearty went on to thank the
people of the diocese, and the others
who had been most generoas in sup-
wrt of the rebuilding project,

(1 They now had g, church, and some-
hing that looked -like, & church -
clean, and graceful and strong
'I\huc they would - feel warm and
omfort.shlc Surcl\' this was such a
Tlmruh

The church was the I(\mL heart
{ the parish. Just as the human
cart reached out. to the ends of
he body, the church reached out to
he ends of the parish sending forth
he graces and blessings and the good
hings of God. It was a place where
people could come in times of
g‘rouble or perplexity and, kneeling

n the church, looking at the taber:
acle, their trouble would be cased
L?l' their problem! solved.
Continuing, Fr. Gearty said he \\as
‘r"'“ the .lrxshmncrs would take
with quiet, (‘hrn,n.m fortitude, the
llask of paying for this church, |
He was a native of the parish, and
lp;'fathcr and mother were married
there. On. this  account he  could
speak 1o the people in plain lang-
age about the affairs of the parish,
D.mn‘g the past thirty vears they
had seen the old church  steadily
eteriorating. Things  had changed.
cople had moved to other churches,
nd the farmers cof the surrounding
reas moved to other markets to buy
nd sell their produce. Then the
“hristian way of helping each other
to live scemed to be paling. and
‘hen one side went down so did

3\0' other, That was what had hap-
ened. :

| "UFT UP YOUR HEARTS" |
o

|‘Comi|ming. Fr. Gearty appealed
» the parishioners: to lift up their
l;c.ms and roll up their sleeves, They
hould have the! willingness to work
logether for the betterment of All,
ind try something new when sodnc
thing. old had failed.

Now, happily, things were ch.m;.
ing for the better.. They were going
dhead again and, they would prosper,

The markets were beginning to re-
.hppcar and things are returning ' to
Th.u they were. before,

Then' this church would be flllcd
from wall to wall with the marmur
of people at prayer, .and Ihc evening
streets would be loud again \nlh lhc
Jughtcr of children,

And with the goodness .md g.r.xcc
Of God, the Parish of Strokestawn
would live again, Fr. Gearty added.

Gc.lrty. in. the course of his’




